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I was dumb, and opened not my mouth, be- 
cauſe thou didft it. 


WEYIEESA H 15 may be thought a 
WE vey improper Text for 
Ry TER the Fealt of our Savi 
—_ Ae our's Birth, . when our 
Mouths ought to. be fil- 
| os led with the Praiſes of. 
God, and ſing with” the whole Quire of: 
Angels, Glory. be to. God mm the bigheſt, 
on earth peace , good will. towaris men.. 
This indeed - is that Peace, which: the: 
World cannot give , and. which. the 
W orld cannot take away; whatever the- 
External: Appearances of Providence. are, 
A. here: 
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here we find a ſafe retreat, and a never- 
failing Spring of Joy : For be that {pa- 
red not bis own Son, but delivered bim 
up for us all , bew ſhall be not with bim 


alſo freely give us all things? Who then 


ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? 
Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſe- 
cution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs , or Pe- 
ril, or Sword? - Nay, im all theſe 
we are more than Conquerors through him 
that loved us. For I am perſwaded, 
that neither death , nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities , nor powers , nor things 


preſent , nor things to come, nor height , 


nor depth , nor any other creature , ſhall 


be able to ſeparate us from the loave . of 


God , which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
s. Rom. 32, 35, 37, ©c. Whike our 
minds are warmed with ſuch thoughts 
as theſe, we ſhall be able ro bear up 
under the greateſt T rials , 1t not with 


C hearfulneſs, yer at leaſt with. Pati- 
ence 
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enceand a quiet Submiſſion to the W ill of 
God. And if ever there were occaſion 
tor: ſuch Comtorrable and. Supporting 
Thoughts, the Divine Providence has 
madeit too neceflary at this time, to bear 
the Loſs of an Incomparable Lady, our 
molt Gracious (Queen ; whoſe Death all 
good Subjets. muſt Lament, and I pray 

| God forgive thoſe that do not. . Such (e- 
vere Providences as theſe, will teach the 
ſ greateſt and moſt unbroken. Minds, to. 


— 


ferve the Lord. with fear, and to rejoice with 
trembling. Buthow ſevere ſoever Provi- 
dence is in ſome particular inſtances,. the 
ſenſe of the Divine Goodneſs: in. the: R e-- 
demprion.of Mankind by the Incarnation: 
and Death: of: his own Son; ſhould teach: 

. us to be dumb, and not open our mouths, .be-- 
cauſe it is bis doings. 


In ſpeaking: to which: words-, Þ ſhall; 
2. Inquire, VV hat. may. be: called: the: 
= doings: 
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' doings of the Lord? 2. What it is to 
bedumb, and not to open our Mouths? 


3. The forceof this Argument to ob- 


lige us to a quiet and F wo Submiſſon © 


under the greateſt ſufferings,” That it is 


God's doing. 


1. What may be called the doing of 
the Lord ? This may be thought a very 
needlels queſtion ; for are there any 
Events, Good or Evil, which are not 
Gods doing ? If we believe a particular 
Providence, we muſt anſwer, No; and 
yet ſome thingsare more peculiarly God's 
doings, than others are, with reſpe& to 
this preſent Argument, as God's doing 
it, is a reaſon for a quiet and patient 
Submiſſion to the Divine W ill. 

In many caſes men bring Ruine and 
Miſery upon themſelves by their own fin 
and folly, and then they may thank 
themſelves for ir; but have no reaſon 

to 


- 
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the Temple-Church, 
to complain of Providence ; and when 


they cannot charge Providence with their 
misfortunes, patience it ſelf is not pro- 


perly a Submiſſion ro God ; becauſe their 


ſufferings are no more Gods will, than 
their ſin and folly is. 

If men deſtroy their Eſtates by pro- 
fuſeneſs and prodigality, and their Bo- 
dies by intemperance and luſt ; if ill-con- 
tracted Friendſhips , indiſcreet Bargains, 
or anungovernable TI ongue, perplex their 
Affairs, and prove very troubleſome or 
dangerous, all this is owing not merely to 
Providence, but to themſelyes ; and they 
muſt be contented to reap the fruit of their 
own _ , and to implore the Di- 
vine Goodneſs and Providence to de- 
liver them from the evil conſequences 
of their own fin 'and folly. | 

Whatever evils we ſuffer , which are 
not the natural or moral effes of our own 
ſin'or folly, they are properly God's do- 

B ings, 
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ings, as inflited by God, either for the 
puniſhment of our ſins, or for the trial 
and exerciſe of our virtues, or to ſerve 


the wiſe ends of his Providence in the 


world. 
Thoſe Evils which we do not imme- 
diately bring upon our ſelves, God in- 
flits on us, cither by the miniſtry of 
wicked and injurious men, or by the 
diſorders of Natural Cauſes, or by ſome 
ſeeming caſual and fortuitous Events ; for 
the Actions of Men, the Powers of Na- 
ture, dnd what we call Chance and 
Fortune, are all in the hands of God, 
and therefore are more or lets his do- 
gs. . 

But if we way ſay, that ſome things 
are more peculiarly the care of Provi- 
dence, than others, Lite and Death are 
certainly ſo ; no man can be Born or 
Die, without the particular Order and 
Appointment of God: Our Saviour 

— tells 
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tells us, not 4 ſparrow falls to the ground 
without our Father, much lels men; and 
allures his Diſciples, that all the hairs of 
their bead are numbred; and their -Lives 
are more facred than their Hairs. Some 
men are of opinion , I hat God has ab- 
ſolutely Decrecd the certain term and pe- 
| riod of every man's life; But I know no 
*| foundation for this, neither in Scripture 
nor Reaſon ; nor does any man believe 
it, but thoſe who ſubje& all Mankind, 
and all the Things of this world, to irre- 
verſible Neceſlity and Fate, which is the 
ſtrength of the Acheiſtick Hypotheſis ; 
though incautiouſly eſpouſed by ſome 
men, who are fo far from being Atheiſts, 
that I hope they are very good Chriſtians. 
And therefore, I ſuppoſe, theſe Chriſtian 
Faraliſts, if I may fo call them, mean no 
more than what we all own, That no 
Sparrow, much lels a Man, falls to the 
ground without our Father ; that God 
| B 2 not 
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not only foreknows the period of eve-_ 


ry mans Life, and by what. means he 
ſhall Die , bur with infinite Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, Orders and Appoints 4t ; 
not by an abſolute and unconditional 
Dc. cree, but as the Wile Determi- 
nation of a Free and Juſt Prov 

dence. | 
And if God have any more con- 
cernment for Nations and Common- 
wealths, than he has for particular men 
( as we, who can attend. but a few 
rhings at once, and therefore make the 
matters of greateſt importance our more 
particular care, are apt to conceive ) 
then the Lives and Deaths of Prin- 
ces muſt be more particularly Ordered 
and Determined by God;. becauſe Na- 
tions, it may be many Nations and 
Countries, more than their own, are 
concerned in the conſequence of it; 
and of the more univerſal concernment 
any 
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any thing is, the more we. are apt 
to think it belongs to the Care of 
God. Gt 
For this reaſon ſome Philoſophers have 
confined the Providence of God to the 
Heavens, - and Heavenly Bodies, which 
have ſuch a univerſal influence on things 
below ; or to Nations and Publick Socie- 
ties, and to the ſeveral kinds and. ſpecies 
of Beings, not to particular. ' Men or 
Creatures. "My 
And: ſo far they were in the- right; 
that if the Divine Providence could nor 
equally take care of the whole World, 
and of every particular Creature in it ; 
it would certainly in- the firſt place 
take care of. the great: Springs of mori- 
on. But though: this be no reaſon for 
God's peculiar care of one thing: more 
than another , becauſe his All-ſecing 
Eye, and Almighty Arm, can equally. | 
take. care of all; yet our Saviour has 
taught. 
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raught us from the worth and value 
of things, that God will certainly 
take the more care of them, and in caſe 
of any Competition give the preference 
to things of the greateſt moment. _ Be- 
bold the fowls of the air, for they ſow 
not, neither do they reap, nor gather mto 
barns, yet your beavenly Father feedeth 
them; are ye not much better than they? 
And if God ſo clothe the graſs of tbe field, 
which to day is, and to morrow tis caſt into 
the oven, ſhall be not much more clothe you, 
O ye of little fanh? 6. Matth. 26, 30. 
Where from God's care of mean Infe- 
rior Creatures, the Fowls of the Air, 
and the Graſs of the Field , he more 
ſtrongly concludes his care of Men; and 
by the ſame reaſon from his.care of par- 
ticular men, we may more ſtrongly con- 
clude his care of Kingdoms and Narti- 
ons, and therefore of the Lives of Prin- 


ces, who are the great Miniſters of his 


Government 


ings, and when we feel them, we muſt. 
complain : To have no fenſe of what 
we ſuffer, is Stupidity, not Submiſſion; 


it is irreverence for the Judgments of. 


ck. 
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Government and Frovidence, and whoſe 
Lives or Deaths make ſuch a mighty 
Change in the Afﬀairs of the world. 
So that when, or by what means foe- 
ver Princes dye , this is Gods doings ; 
and how ſevere ſoever we may feel it, 
We nut be dumb , and not open our 
mouths, becauſe be bas done it ; which is 


the 


2. Thing to be explained, W har is 
meant by being dumb, and not opening our 
mouths, For this ſeems a very hard fay- 


ing iri the ſtri& liceral ſenſe, that we muſt 


not complain of our Sufferings , when 
we feel 'em ſmart: Humane Nature 
can't bear this, we mult feel 'our - Suffer- 


God , and in ſome cafes the moſt un- 


pardonable - 
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pardonable baſeneſs and _ ingratitude to 
Men. To be unconcerned for the Death 
of our deareſt Friends ,: or greateſt Pa- 
trons and BenefaQtors, not to pay. Na- 
tures Tribute to their Memories in a 
Sigh and a. Tear; not. to Jong after 
them, and fend ſome vain W.iſhes to call 
them back ; not to preſerve their. Idea 
freſh in our minds, and to think with 
ſome uneaſinels of thoſe happy hours 
which their Converſation, ſweetned. ; to 
part with our Friends, as if we, ſuffer- 
ed nothing by their loſs , ' and were. as 
well without them, is ſo far from; be- 
ing a Virtue , that ſuch a man is unca- 
pable of ever being a Friend, and ne- 
ver deſerves to have any; ; much. more 
then , when we loſe a Publick Friend 
and BenefaQtor, the greateſt of -Friends 
and Benefactors, which #45 a good 


Prince, 
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Let us briefly conſider, what we have 
loft in thelofs of our Gracious Queen; and 
try if we can bear the thoughts of it with- 
out complaining. She was the Glory of 
her Sex, and an Ornament to the Crown 
ſhe wore ; made truly Great by Nature, 
Birth, and Education. She had a large 
 and- capacious Mind, a quick and lively 
Apprehenſion, and a piercing and ſolid 
Judgment : She had a ſtrength and firm- 
neſs of Mind beyond her Sex, and ſuch a 
dexterity in managing the greateſt Afﬀeairs, 
as would have become the greateit and moſt 
experienced Miniſters. Never was there 
greater skill in Government with lels fond- 
neſs for it, which ſhe could take up and lay 
down; with the ſame <quality and indif- 
ferency of Mind : Though, I doubr, I muſt 
-unſfay that ; for ſhe was _ grieved at 
the occaſion of taking the Government, 
and as glad to reſign it. 
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Never was Majeſty better. tempered 


with eafinels and {weetnels. She knew 


how to be familiar, without making her 


elf cheap, and to condeſcend without 


meanneſs. She had all the Greatneſs of 
Majeſty, with all the Vertues of Conver- 
ſation ; and knew very well, what became 
her Table, and what became the Council- 
Board. | Emmy, 
She underſtood her Religion, and lo- 
ved it, and praGtiſed it ; and - was the 
greateſt Example of the Age, of a con- 


ſtant, regular, unafteRed Devotion, and of 
all the eminent Vertues of a Chriſtian L ife. 
'In the midſt of all the great Afairs of 
'State, ſhe would rather ſpare time from her 
ſleep, than from her Prayers, where ſhe al- 


ways appeared with that great compoſure 
and ſeriouſneſs of Mind, as if her Court 
had been a Nunnery, .and ſhe had-had no- 
thing elſe to do in the World 


In 
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- In all the Eaſe and Proſperity of For- 
tune ſhe had that tenderneſs 'and compaſ 
ſion for thoſe, who ſuffered, which ſuffer- 
ings themſelves cannot teach meaner Per- 
ſons. She was Charitable to the utmoſt 
of her Power, amidſt all the Expences of 
War and Government, and when a pro- 
per Obje& was preſented to her, was al- 
ways pleaſed, when ſhe could grant their: 
requeſts, and very uneafie to deny. - 


In ſhort, her greateſt and moſt implaca- 
ble Enemies, (for Vertue it ſelf will meet 
with Enemies in this World) had no o- 
ther Fault to charge her with, but her 
Throne; which is the only thing, for which 
molt other Princes are valuable. She af 
cended/the T hrone indeed” before ſhe de- 
fired it, but was thruſt into it, not by an 
haſty Ambirion , 'but to {ave a ſinking 
Church and Kingdom: And I hope En- 
gland will always have reaſon to lay, That 


Gi an 
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an empty Throne could never have been 


filled with a nobler Pair. 
. But though the neceſſary abſence of the 
King, to give check to the Progreſs of a 
powerful and inſulting Monarch, engaged 
her more than ſhe defired in State Aﬀarrs, 
yet the promoting of true Religion, and 
the ſervice of the Church of England, | the 
greateſt and beſt Nurſery of it, . ſince the 
Apoſtolick Age, | was her conſtant and na- 
tural Care. This her Thoughts were full 
of, and ſhe had formed great and noble 
Deſigns, had ſhe out-lived the. Difficul- 
ties and Expences of War; and been 
at leiſure ro' attend the peaceful Arts of 
Government. | 
1 have reaſon to ſay this, from 
thoſe frequent Intimations I have had 
from our late admirable Primate , who 
had great Deſigns Himſelf to ſerve. the 
Chriſtian Religion, and the Church of 


England, in its trueſt Intereſts ; and 
had 


nd 


at the Tem ple-Church. 17 


had inſpired I heir- Majeſties; and par- 
ticularly the Queen, who had more let- 
ſure for ſuch Thoughts, with the - ſame 
great and pious Deſigns: It may be no 
Church-man ever had, I am fure not more 
deſervedly, .a greater Intereſt in his Prin- 
ce's Favour; and the great Uſe he made 
of it, was to do publick ſervice to Reli- 
ligion; and, whatever ſome Men might 
ſuſped, to the Churchof E neland, though 
it may be not perfealy in their Way : And 
the greateſt Fault I know he had, was, That 
ſome envious and ambitious Men could 
not bear his Greatneſs, which he himſelf 
never courted, nay, which he induſtri- 
oully avoided. 


Before this, all England knew and 
owned. his Worth ; and had it been put 
to the Poll, there had been vaſt Odds 
on his ſide, that he would have been vo- 
ted into the Sce of Canterbury ; for no_ 
Man had ever a clearer and brighter Rea- 

ſon, 
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ſon, a truer Judgment, a more eaſie and 
happy Expreſſion, nor a more inflexible, 
fearleſs Honeſty : He was a true and 
hearty Friend, and was a true Friend 


where-ever he profeſſed to be fo: Though 


he had many Enemies at laſt ;” he took 
care to make none. He was obliging to 


all Men; and though he could not eafily 
part with a Friend, he' could eaſily for- 


oive an Enemy, as that Bundel of Libels 


witneſſes, which was found among his: 


other Papers, with this [nſcription: ' beſe 
are'Libels ; I pray God forgive them; I 
do. | A pn, 

Bur I cannot give youthe juſt Character 
of this Great Man now ; what I have al- 
ready ſaid , I confeſs, is an Excurſion, 
which I hope you will pardon to the 
Paſſion of an old Friend ; and learn from 


Two great Examples, that neither the | 
ofcateſt Innocence, ' Vertue, or Merit, 


can defend , either Crowned or Mitred 


Heads, 


| —— ——— 
— 


at the Temple-Church, m9 
Heads, from the laſh of ſpiteful and enve- 
nomed Tongues. But what a Loſs has 
Religion and the Church of England, im 
ſuch a critical Time, in the D-ath of _ 
ſuch a Queen, and ſuch a Prelate | 1 pray 
God make up this Loſs. 
Ina word, That great Paſſion which 
aftlicts and oppreſes our good King, gives 
an unexceptionable Teſtimony to the .in- 
| comparable Worth of | our. deceaſed 
Queen : The too ſevere and viſible Effeas 
of ir, ſhew, that .it- is not an ordinary, 
nor a diſſembled Paſſion: Nor is it an or- 
dinary thing, for a Prince of ſo great a 
Mind, who can look the moſt formidable 
Dangers, and Death it ſelf, in ithe face, 
without fear ;; - whom all the Powers of 
- = France cannot make look pale or tremble, 
to fink and faint, and to f. el all the Ago- 
nics of Death in the dying Looks of; a Be- 
loved Conſort. All Story cannot furnifh 
us with many Examples of ſuch ſoft and 


ten- 
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' tender Paſſions, in ſuch a warlike and 


fearleſs Mind ; and what but a mighty 


Vertue could fo. charm a Prince, as to 


forget his natural Conſtancy and Reſolu- + 


tion ? I'm ſure, though we pay very dear 
for the Experiment m the loſs of an ex- 
cellent Queen, we have ſo much the more 


reaſon to think our ſelves happy in a 


King ; for a due mixture and tempera- 
ment of ſuch fearleſs Courage and Bra- 
very, and ſuch tender Paſlions , is the 
moſt perfe&t Compoſition of an excellent 
Prince. FEE 

And now it may be, you will tell me, 


that I have taken great Pains to confute 


my Text, and that I have done it effeQu- 
ally; for we ought not to be dumb, but 
may very juſtly complain of ſuch a loſs as 
this. | 
This I readily grant, T hat wemay com- 
plain of ſuch a loſs; but this is no confu- 
tation of my Text. We may complain, 


and 
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and give Eaſe and Vent to our Sorrows 
by ſuch Complaints, while we do not 
complain againſt God, and accuſchim foo]- 
.#ſhly.. To ſubmit to the Will of God, 
which is here _—_— by being Dumb, and 
not opening our Mouths, does not lignifte, 
not to feel our Loſſes and Sufferings, or nor 
to complain of them; but not to reproach 
the Divine Providence, nor to caſt off 
our Hope and Truſt in God, Fob felt 
his Sufferings , and complained of them 
in as moving and tragical Expreſſions, as 
any other Man could, and yet is propo- 
ſed to us, as an Example of admira- 
ble Patience, becauſe he did not charge 
God fooliſhly , nor caſt off his Hope mn 
him. | ' 
This we never can have any reaſon for ; 
for whatever we ſuffer, it is a wiſe and 
merciful Providence which inflits it: But 
yet Mankind are very apt, when they 
ſuffer hard things, either to deny a Pro- 
| D vidence, 
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vidence, or which is more abſurd, and un- 
reaſonable, to reproach it ; for if there be 


a God, he is Wiſe, and Good, and Mer- 


ciful, and Juſt, which is the Notion all 


Mankind have of God ; and if this God 


verns the World, all Events are order- 
ed with Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs ; 
and all thinking Men, in cool and ſober 


Thoughts, will be aſhimed to quarrel 


with ſuch a : Providence. 
But yet we are very apt to ask Que- 


tions, which we cannot eafily anſwer, and 


then to make our own Ignorance an Oh 


jection againſt the Divine Provid ence. 
As in the Caſe before us, the ſudden 


and untimely Death of an excellent? Prin- 


cels, who bad Strength and Vigour of 


Age, which promiſed a much longer Life, 
and who would certainly have done great 
Good to the World, as long as ſhe had 
lived ; but is cut off in the V igour and 


Strength of Age, and all her Thoughts, 
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even all her great and excellent Deſigns 


of doing Good to the World, periſh with 
her ; while 'Tyrants and Oppreflors live 
to be the Plagues and Scourges of Man- 
kind. 


ticular Reaſons of ſuch Providences, yet 
it is cafie to frame ſome general Anſwers, 
which may fatisfie all the Friends of Pro- 
vidence. _ | 

If the ObyjeQtion relates to our ſelves, 
who ſuffer by this lols, there is a very plain 
Anſwer to it, but a very terrible one ; 
That God is Angry with us, and by the 
untimely Death of an excellent Princeſs, 
who made it her whole Study and De- 
ſign to do us Good, threatens his Judg- 
ments againft us, if we do not take Care 
to prevent them by a timely Repen- 
tance. - 
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" If the ObjeQtion relates only to the 


untimely Death of an excellent Princes,” 


D 2 that 


Now though we do not know the par- 
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that the thould fo ſuddenly be ſnatched 
away from the Joys and Pleaſures of a 
Throne ; this is no Qbjection at all ; at 
leaſt not an ObjeQion fit for Chriſtians 
to make: For can we think, that the grea- 
teſt and moſt happy Monarch, loſes any 
thing by the pay” if he be tranſla- 
ted from Earth to Heaven ? That the 
Joys of Paradiſe are not greater than. a 
Crown? Our good Queen did not think 
ſo, who knew what an Earthly Crown 
meant, but was willing to part. with it 
for Heaven ; who ſaw Death approach- 
ing without fear, and prepared to receive 
its Stroke with that calmneſs and ſedate- 
neſs of Mind, as nothing could give but 
an innocent Conſcience, and much grea- 
ter Hopes -# 

Burt as for our ſelves, though we muſt 
acknowledge that we have received a very 


great Loſs, in the Death of an excellent 


Queen, yet we have no reaſon. to quar- 
rel 
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rel at Frovidence, while God preſerves 
our King to go in and out before us. We 
had indeed perpetual Day ; andno ſooner 
was one Sun withdrawn, but another a(- 
cended our Horizon, with equal Luſtre 
and Brightneſs : This . was a peculiar 
Happineſs which we never had before, 
and which the Neceſſity of our Afﬀeairs 
required now; but though God has cut 
us ſhort in this, we have a King ſtill, 
the Terror of France, and the ProteQor 
of Emrope; a King, whom AﬀeRion as 
well as Blood has Naturalized to- us; 


who loves our Nation and our Church, 


which he has once delivered, and God 
grant he may live long to ſettle and pro- 
tet both. We have no reaſon to fear 
our Enemies, either at home or abroad, 
while a Prince 1s at the Helm, who wants 


neither Counſel nor Courage; - eſpecially 


if we follow that noble Example, which 


the T wo Houſes of Parliament have ſet 
us, 
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us, to o give him ſuch freſh Py OR LARG of 
our Fidelity, as may ſtrengthen his Hands 
againſt his and our Enemies Abroad, and 


make him caſie and ſafe at Home. 


| To conclude, This is God's doing, and 
it becomes us to be dumb, and not to o- 
pen our 'Mouthes, becauſe he has done it : 


Te is the Sovercign and Unaccountable 


Lord of the World; who ſhall ſay unto- 
him, What doſt thou? Life and Death 
are in his Hands; the Fates of Princes 
and Kingdoms. That he has done it, 
ſhould be a ſufficient reaſon to us to. ſub- 
mit, becauſe though he does things great 
asd wonderful, and beyond our Under: 
ſtanding, yet he never does any thing but 
what is wiſe and good : This I'm ſure 
is the moſt effe&ual way to turn even the 
ſevereſt Judgments into Bleſſings, to re- 
verence God, and to humble our ſelves 
under his mighty Hand, and to implore 
his 
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his Mercy, to repair thoſe Breaches he has 
made upon us. We muſt not complain 
of Providence; but we may make our 
Complaints to God, and be the more im- 


portunate in our Prayers for the Preferva- 


tion of our King. The Death of our 
excellent Queen both calls for , and will 
juſtifie and recommend ſuch humble Im- 

rtunities; and the Preſervation of our 
King will, in a great meaſure, make up 
this Loſs to us ; Which God of bis infinite 
Mercy grant, through our Lord Feſus 
C brift ; to whom with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be Honour, Glory, and Power, 


now and for ever, Amen. 
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